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THE FOUNDER OF GUY’S HOSPITAL

¢ AM not, from certain early prejudices, much given to admire the
Iostentatious marks of wealth (there are persons enough to admire
them without me)—but I confess, there is something in the look of the
old banking-houses in Lombard Street, the posterns covered with mud,
the doors opening sullenly and silently, the absence of all pretence, the
darkness and the gloom within, the gleaming of lamps in the day-time,
‘Like a faint shadow of uncertain light’
that almost realises the poetical conception of the cave of Mammon
in Spenser, where dust and cobwebs concealed the roofs and pillars of
solid gold, and lifts the mind quite off its ordinary hinges. The account
of the manner in which the founder of Guy’s Hospital accumulated
his immense wealth has always to me something romantic in it, from the
same force of contrast. He was a little shopekeeper, and out of his savings
bought Bibles, and purchased seamen’s tickets in Queen Anne’s wars,
by which he teft a fortune of two hundred thousand pounds. The story
suggests the idea of a magician; nor is there anything in the Arabian
Nights that looks more like a fiction.”

William Hazlitt. On Thought and Ac-
tion. In: Table Talk: Original Essays
on Man and Manners, 2d. ed. London,
H. Colburn, 1824.
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